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Abstract: The fossorial snake Apostolepis christineae
is an Elapomorphini species known only from a single
specimen in Brazil. In this study, we report its occurrence
to Bolivia, based on a male (BMNH 1907.10.31.62) from
Puerto Suarez, Provincia German Busch, Departamento
Santa Cruz, which was previously misidentified as
Apostolepis vittata. This record extends the species
distribution ca. 576 km west from its type locality. We
also provide data on its morphological variation.
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Apostolepis is the most diverse and distinct genus of El-
apomorphini, including approximately 30 species, main-
ly diagnosed by their color patterns, with various degrees
of intraspecific variation (Lema, 1993; Lema, 2002). Apo-
stolepis christineae Lema, 2002 was described based on
a single specimen from Serra das Araras, Caceres, Mato
Grosso, Brazil, housed in the Museu de Ciéncias e Tec-
nologia, Herpetological Collection (MCP/PUCRS). It’s
easily diagnosed from its most morphologically similar
congener, A. vittata (Cope, 1887), by the presence of a
flat and light colored snout, small and triangular supra-
labial blotch, five large and well-defined dorsal stripes, a
black occiput extending to the gular region, compressed
and round terminal spine, and a faint caudal blotch on
subcaudals. Apostolepis christineae is also distinguished
from most of its congeners by the presence of five su-
pralabial scales, a character shared only with A. vittata,
A. breviceps Harvey, Gonzales & Scrocchi, 2001 and A.
goiasensis Prado, 1942.

Years before the description of A. christineae, Harvey
(1999) identified two specimens from Bolivia as
Apostolepis vittata, but affirmed that they could belong
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to another species due to a few differences from the
holotype of A. vittata. According to him, “The Bolivian
specimens differ from the holotype [of A. vittata] in
several noteworthy characteristics and the status of the
Bolivian population should be reconsidered when larger
samples become available. The most obvious difference
is the vertebral stripe which is wide and extends to the
tip of the tail in both Bolivian specimens.”

While examining Apostolepis specimens from the
British Museum of Natural History (BMNH), we came
across one of the specimens cited by Harvey (1999),
BMNH 1907.10.31.62, a male from Puerto Suarez,
Provincia German Busch, Departamento Santa Cruz,
Bolivia (18°58" S, 057°47'53" W; 103 m above sea level
[a.s.].]). After closer examination, it was revealed to be a
specimen of Apostolepis christineae, the first record from
Bolivia and outside Brazil.

We also have data on the pholidosis of the other
specimen cited by Harvey (1999), a female from Rio
San Julian, Provincia Nuflo de Chaves, Departamento
Santa Cruz, Bolivia (16°07'55" S, 062°01'34" W; 496 m
a.s.l.) housed in the Carnegie Museum (CM 2824), which
matchesA. christineae (Harvey,1999: fig.1B, 4B). However,
the last specimen was confiscated and destroyed by the
Brazilian government in the past (Stephen P. Rogers,
pers. comm.), and could not be directly examined by us
now, only through data provided in Lema (2002).

The specimen BMNH 1907.10.31.62 (Figures 1 and 2)
hasaveryprojected and conical snout (while the holotype
presents a flat snout), a white tail tip, the dark occiput
extending to the gular region (as in the holotype), five
dark dorsal stripes (ranging from between (% to 1 dorsal
scales width), 243 ventral scales (240 in the holotype of
A. christineae), 28 subcaudals (30 in the holotype), five
supralabials, six infralabials, snout-vent length (SVL)
21.4 cm and tail length (TL) 19.0 cm. The other specimen
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Figure 1. Dorsal and ventral view of the Apostolepis christineae specimen (BMNH 1907.10.31.62) from Puerto Suarez, Provincia German Busch, Departa-

mento Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Photo credit: Patrick Campbell.

(CM 2824) was a female with a very projected and
round snout, a white tail tip, five dark dorsal stripes,
228 ventral scales, 23 subcaudals, five supralabials, six
infralabials, SVL 46.0 cm and TL 3.3 cm. The meristic
data of BMNH 1907.10.31.62 is similar to that of the
holotype of A. christineae (MCP 12515), which has 30
subcaudals and 240 ventral scales. The comparison to
CM 2824 (Lema 2002; Harvey 1999) allows us to confirm
the identification as A. christineae.

This is the first record of Apostolepis christinae from
outside Brazil, extending its distribution for 576 km
west from its type locality, in Serra das Araras, Céceres,
Mato Grosso, the previously only known record for
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this species (Figure 3). The new Bolivian records are in
the Chiquitano Dry Forests (Fund & Hogan 2014), an
ecoregion of the Tropical & Subtropical Dry Broadleaf
Forest biome (sensu Olson et al. 2001).
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Figure 2. Head (Left) and tail (Right) views of the Apostolepis christineae specimen (BMNH 1907.10.31.62) from Puerto Suarez, Provincia German Busch,

Departamento Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Photo credit: Patrick Campbell.
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Figure 3. Distribution map of Apostolepis christineae: square: type locality (Serra das Araras, Mato Grosso, Brazil);, triangle: Puerto Suarez, Provincia
German Busch, Departamento Santa Cruz, Bolivia; circle: Rio San Julian, Provincia Nuflo de Chaves, Departamento Santa Cruz, Bolivia (specimen not

examined).
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