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Abstract: We report for the first time the occurrence
of Tantilla supracincta in Colombia based on a road
killed specimen found in the Pacific foothills of the
Andes in the department of Antioquia, filling a gap of
approximately 870 km in its distribution and extending
by 473 m its altitudinal range.

Key words: Tantilla supracincta, northwestern Andes,
Colombia, distribution extension, Chocé biogeographic
region

Tantilla Baird & Girard, 1853 is a cryptozoic colubrid
snake genus containing species of small size, cylindrical
body, and moderately long tail (Pérez-Santos and
Moreno 1988; Wilson 1999; Kéhler 2008). It is the third
most diverse snake genus after Atractus (138 species) and
Oligodon (74 species), and includes 62 species distributed
from the United States to Argentina from sea level to
2,750 m elevation (Peters and Orejas-Miranda 1970;
Savage 2002; Wilson and Mata-Silva 2014; Uetz and
Hosek 2015).

Currently, five species are known to occur in Colombia:
T. alticola, T. melanocephala, T. nigra, T. reticulata, and
T. semicincta. All of them are inhabitants of lowlands,
except for T. alticola and T. melanocephala, which are
also found in mid elevations and highlands below 1,000
m (Wilson 1999; Vanegas-Guerrero et al. 2015; Vera-
Pérez et al. 2015). Only T. melanocephala has a cis- and
trans-Andean distribution, whereas the remaining four
species are exclusively trans-Andean (Wilson 1999;
Vanegas-Guerrero et al. 2015).

To date, T. supracincta is known to have a disjunct
distribution and has been reported from sea level to 850
m above sea level (a.s.l.) from Central America in the
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Atlantic versant of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama,
aswell asin South America on the Pacific coast of Ecuador
exclusively (Cisneros-Heredia 2003; K6hler 2008; Savage
2002). Wallach et al. (2014) suggested that Esqueda and
La Marca (1999) reported T. supracincta from Venezuela,
but this may have been a misreading because only T.
semicincta was reported from that country by the later
authors.

Herein, we report the first specimen of T. supracincta
from Colombia. The snake, an adult female, was found
road killed during a field trip in December 2014, in
La Campiria, Cafiasgordas municipality, Antioquia
department, Pacific slope of the Cordillera Occidental
of Colombia (06°44'49.3" N, 076°01'18.7" W, 1,323 m
a.s.l., WGS84) (Figure 1). The snake was deposited
at the Museo de Herpetologia de la Universidad de
Antioquia (MHUA-R 14994). In order to present an
updated distribution map for the species (Figure 1),
locality data was compiled from the GBIF (2015) and
from the literature, under the names T. supracincta
and T. annulata (see Wilson 1987 for nomenclatural
details). Detailed locality data and sources are shown
in Appendix 1.

As shown in Table 1, the scale counts and
measurements of the collected specimen fits well within
the variation described for T. supracincta by Wilson
(1982 [referred as T. annulata], 1987) from Central and
South American populations, and additional records by
Cisneros-Heredia (2003) from Ecuador. Furthermore,
Figures 2 and 3 show a coral-like color pattern with
offset bands, which is unique of this species within the
genus Tantilla (Savage 2002; Cisneros-Heredia 2003;
Kohler 2008).

This record begins to fill the vast distributional gap of
approximately 870 km along all the Colombian Pacific
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Figure 1. Geographic distribution of Tantilla supracinctain Central and South America. Red triangle indicates the new record, red circle indicates the type

locality; blue circles, are data from literature and GBIF. See Appendix 1.

versant, where T. supracincta should be distributed. This
distributional pattern is shown by many other snake
species ranging from nuclear and isthmian Central
America, through the pacific versants of Colombia,
Ecuador, and occasionally, northern Peru. Furthermore,
our record expands the altitudinal known distribution
for the species by 473 m a.s.l. These findings suggests
that there is a need to conduct a greater sampling effort
in the Pacific Andean foothills and lowlands of Colombia
in order to get a better understanding of the snake
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Table 1. Measurements, scalation, and color pattern data of specimens
of Tantilla supracincta. MHUA-R 14994 from La Campiia (Cafasgordas
municipality Antioquia department, Colombia) and summary of the varia-
tion from the literature (Wilson 1982, 1987; Cisneros-Heredia 2003).

MHUA-R 14994  Literature summary

Snout-vent length (mm) 342 150-562
Tail length (mm) 101 33-125
Ventrals 147 138-155
Subcaudals 59 52-65
Number of crossbands on body 15 11-16
Number of crossbands on tail 7 3-8
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Figure 2. General aspect of the Tantilla supracincta (MHUA-R 14994) specimen reported herein, in dorsal (right) and ventral (left) views. Scale bar= 50

mm. Photo by FAG.

Figure 3. Head views of Tantilla supracincta (MHUA-R 14994) in dorsal
(left), ventral (middle) and lateral (right) views. Scale bar = 5 mm. Photo
by FAG.

diversity in the Colombian Chocé biogeographic region
and its relationships with other Central and South
American biotas.
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Appendix 1. Localities and coordinates for Tantilla supracincta
obtained from GBIF and literature records.

Museum records obtained from GBIF (2015)

Institutional abbreviations are as follows: LACM (Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County, University of California, U.S.A.);
MCZR (Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University,
US.A); UMMZ (Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan,
U.S.A.); KU (Museum of Natural History, University of Kansas,
U.S.A)); YPM-HERR (Museum of Natural History of Yale Peabody,
Yale University U.S.A.); FLMNH (Museum of Natural History of
Florida, University of Florida, U.S.A.); USNM (National Museum of
Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, U.S.A.); MVZ (Museum
of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, U.S.A.); ZMB
(Zoologisches Museum, Universitit Humboldt, Germany); MPM
(Milwaukee Public Museum, Milwaukee, U.S.A.); ANSP (Academy
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Drexel University, U.S.A.);
AMNH-R (American Museum of Natural History, New York, U.S.A.).

@ Check List | www.biotaxa.org/cl

COSTA RICA: Alajuela (10.733; -085.100): LACM154397. UMMZ
131475. UMMZ172934; Cartago: Turrialba (09.900; -083.683):
KU25705. KU30938. KU30939. KU35547. KU34831. MCZR s55045;
Guanacaste: Finca de Porvenir de Tilaran (10.5012; -085.358):
LACM 15439s5; Silencio (10.501; -085.358): LACM154398; Heredia:
Rara Avis Rainforest Reserve (10.282; -084.045): YPM-HERR16857;
La Selva (10.423; -084.022): Savage 2002; Limon: (10.064; -083.062):
FLMNH10533; Puntarenas: 14 km ESE Palmar Norte Quebrada
Coobo (08.950; -083.333): LACM154396; Golfito (08.650; -083.150):
KU34832; Rincon de Osa (08.700; -083.520): USNM219605.6339.
USNM219604.6339; San José: San Isidro del General (09.383;
-083.700): MVZ36454. ECUADOR: Esmeraldas: San Lorenzo
(01.288; -078.837): USNM198714.6318; Cordillera de la Costa (00.6283;
-079.899): Almendariz and Carr (2012); Guayas: Guayaquil (-02.17099;
-079.92236): ZMB4791 (holotype) NICARAGUA: Rio San Juan: San
Juan del Norte (10.944; -083.739): MPM420; PANAMA: Cocle: El Valle
de Anton (08.601; -080.130): KU112495; Darien: NE slope Cerro Sapo
(07.975; -078.362): KU112493; Panama (09.003; -079.550): ANSP21810.
AMNH-R119886; Cerro La Campana (08.71; -079.900): KU112494.
MPM451; Chiriqui (08.584; -082.390): MPM451. FLMNH65012.

Literature records

Almendariz & Carr (2012): ECUADOR: Esmeraldas: Cordillera de la
Costa (00.6283; -079.899).
Cisneros-Heredia (2003):
(-00.383; -080.467).

ECUADOR: Manabi: Cabo Pasado
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