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Abstract: We report the southernmost record of
Cruziohyla craspedopus in Ecuador. An adult female
was collected in the province of Zamora Chinchipe in
southern Ecuador in the Cordillera del Condor. This
record increases the previously reported altitudinal
range for the species by 468 m and extends the
distribution by 105 km to the south.
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Tree frogs of the genus Cruziohyla are represented by
two species according to Faivovich et al. (2005): C. cal-
carifer (Boulenger 1902) and C. craspedopus (Funkhouser
1957). Cruziohyla craspedopus occurs in the lowlands of
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil (Hoogmoed and
Cadle 1991; Lima et al. 2003; Frost 2015; Meneghelli
et al. 2011; Rodrigues et al. 2011; Read and Ron 2011)
at elevations ranging from 50 to 600 m (Angulo et al.
2004). In Ecuador the species is found in the northern
and southern Amazonian region within the provinces of
Sucumbios, Pastaza and Morona Santiago (Funkhouser
1957; Hoogmoed and Cadle 1991; Read and Ron 2011).
The frog inhabits tall trees in primary and secondary
forests and descends to low branches in order to repro-
duce (Meneghelli et al. 2011).

We captured one individual of C. craspedopus (Figure
1) in the forest surrounding the Kusunts Shuar Center,
Zurmi parish, Nangaritza region in the province of
Zamora Chinchipe, southeastern Ecuador (04°18'9" S,
078°38'21.12" W, 1068 m) near the sandstone plateau of
the Cordillera del Condor, which is less than 250 m from
the Peruvian border (Figure 2). The biogeographical
type belongs to the Oriental Subtropics (Albuja et al.
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2012). The ecosystem corresponds to the Evergreen
Forest Foothill over the limestone outgrowth of the
Amazonian cordilleras (Neill and Guevara 2013).
The multistoried forest has a 30 m high canopy, and
epiphytes are abundant. The terrain is hilly. Timber
species of commercial value have been selectively cut
from the forest. The landscape is a mosaic of forest
remnants, cultivated areas with naranjilla (Solanum
quitoense Lam.), and disturbed areas (pastures and
cultivated naranjilla) with more than 15 years of natural
regeneration forming an array of successional stages.

The specimen of C. craspedopus was captured on
11 November 2013 during the day (14:00 h) on a tree
(Inga cf. extranodis) branch approximately 1.3 m above
the forest floor. The specimen was deposited in the
Division de Herpetologia, Museo Ecuatoriano de
Ciencias Naturales (DHMECN 11296). The nearest
body of standing crystalline water was over 300 meters
to the northeast of the collection site; however, small
puddles (1 m in diameter) of stagnant water were on the
forest floor. The specimen was an adult female whose
coloration is similar to that described by Rodriguez and
Duellman (1994) for breeding females. The main body
measurements in millimeters are (DHMECN 11296):
snout-vent length 82.22; head length 31.32; head width
31.14; tibia length 44.45; foot length 32.89; tympanum
diameter 4.39, hand length 24.08.

This record of C. craspedopus along the southeastern
slope of Ecuador (Figure 2) expands the upper altitudinal
range from 600 m (Angulo et al. 2004) to 1,068 m
above sea level (Eastern Subtropical Forest). Moreover,
it extends the geographical range of the species in
Ecuador by approximately 105 km south and is now the
southernmost record for Ecuador. Our record extends
the spatial distribution of the species in approximately
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Figure 1. Adult female of Cruziohyla craspedopus DHMECN 11296, Snout-vent length 83.22 mm. Photo by: T. Riera-Vite.

25,000 km? Previously, Santiago in Morona Santiago
province was the southern edge of this species’ range in
Ecuador (Hoogmoed and Cadle 1991).

Much remains to be known about the amphibians
and reptiles in the Cordillera del Condor in Ecuador.
Although in recent years there have been biological
expeditions to several areas of the Cordillera (Almendariz
et al. 2014), it is necessary to add institutional efforts in
order to document the high diversity of one of Ecuador’s
most enigmatic corners. In the Cordillera del Condor,
the pressure of agricultural expansion for growing
naranjilla plants (Solanum quitoense Lam.), combined
with selective logging and mining, threatens one of the
regions of Ecuador with the highest levels of endemism.
Threats to habitat focus mainly on coastal areas, where
farmers find suitable land for their crops.
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Figure 2. Distribution of Cruziohyla craspedopus in Ecuador.
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