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Myrmeleontidae is the largest family in the order Neu-
roptera, exceeding Chrysopidae in richness, with around 
2000 species in the old world and a few hundreds in the 
neotropics (Henry et al. 1992). Members of this family 
are known as antlions and are recognized as voracious 
predators of ants and other arthropods. Some species in 
the tribes Dendroleontini and Myrmeleontini built pitfall 
traps in sandy substrates (Henry et al. 1992). Many spe-

movements (Henry et al. 1992; Oswald et al. 2002; Stange 
2002). Nemoleontini is one of the largest groups in the 
family in species and genera numbers (Stange 2002). This 
tribe is distinguished by having one, rarely two or three 
presectoral crossveins in the hindwings (Stange 1994), 
ventral region of the distal tarsomere has setae as long as 
the diameter of basitarsus and the pilula axillaris in males 
is always absent (Stange 2002).

The genus Glenurus Hagen, 1886 is represented by 
nine species distributed from the United States to Argen-
tina (Stange 2000). This genus is easily recognized by the 
unusual pattern of white and gray-brown coloration at the 
apex of the hindwings and usually in the forewings. Such 

-
ests (Stange 2002). Apparently adults are active at night 
because they are often attracted to light after midnight 
(Stange 2002; Miller and Stange 2006). Larvae are identi-

in trees or decaying logs where they feed on ants, termites 
and beetle larvae (Stange 2000; 2002; Miller and Stange 
2006). Glenurus heteropterix Gerstaecker, 1885 is distin-
guished by the lack of a prominent brown suffusion in the 
forewing (Figure 1); in addition, the basitarsus of the hind-
legs is longer than the distal tarsomere, a condition also 
found in G. proi Navás, 1929 (Stange 2002).

In 2011, during the review of different National En-
-

men of G. heteropterix in the Entomological Collection of 
the Universidad Nacional de Colombia (ICN) collected in 

trip in Barrancabermeja (Santander, Colombia) the second 

 The genus Glenurus G. heteropterix Gerstaecker, 
1885 collected in the departments of Santander and Tolima, extending their known distribution range to the Colombian 
Andes.
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author collected three individuals of the same species. In 
this paper G. heteropterix
in Colombia in the departments of Tolima and Santander 
(Figure 2A). In Santander, the three individuals were col-
lected in villages surrounding the town of Barrancaber-
meja attracted to light before midnight. The collection 
habitat is a secondary forest surrounded by rubber crops, 
banana and livestock farms (Figure 2B). This species was 
known previously from Trinidad, Panama, Ecuador, Ven-
ezuela and probably Costa Rica (Stange 2002). The three 
specimens recorded in Santander have been deposited in 
the entomological collections of the Universidad Distrital 
“Francisco José de Caldas” (MUD). 

Material examined. Colombia: Tolima: Mariquita, 300 
m, I-1952, 1  (ICN). Santander: Barrancabermeja: Vda. 
las Lajas, 84 m, 7°04’29’’N–73°40’14’’W, 08-II-2011, leg. 
C. Arango, 1  2  (MUD).

 1. A specimen of Glenurus heteropterix ( ) in Barrancabermeja 
(Santander – Colombia).
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Figure 2. A) Map of collecting localities of G. heteropterix in Colombia and 
B) Habitat of G. heteropterix in Barrancabermeja (Santander – Colombia).

Acknowledgments: We are grateful to Carlos Sarmiento of the 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia (ICN) and Alexander García of the 
Universidad Distrital “Francisco José de Caldas” (MUD) for allowing us to 
review the Entomological Collections and use the information included 
in this article.

Literature Cited
Henry, C.S., N.D. Penny and P.A. Adams. 1992. The neuropteroid orders 

of Central America (Neuroptera and Megaloptera); pp. 432–458, in: 
Quintero, D. and A. Aiello. (ed.). Insects of Panama and Mesoamerica: 
Selected Studies. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Miller, R.B. and L.A. Stange. 2006. An antlion, Glenurus gratus (Say) (In-
secta: Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae). University of Florida, Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences [IFAS] Extension, EENY Publication 
Series 393: 1–4.

Oswald, J.D., A. Contreras-Ramos and N.D. Penny. 2002. Neuroptera (Neu-
ropterida). pp. 559-581; in: Bousquets, J.L. and J.J. Morrone (eds.). 
Biodiversidad, taxonomía y biogeografía de artrópodos de México: ha-
cia una síntesis de su conocimiento. Mexico: Vol. 3. Universidad Nacio-
nal Autónoma de México, Distrito Federal. 690 pp.

Stange, L.A. 1994. Reclassification of the New World antlion genera for-
merly included in the tribe Brachynemurini (Neuroptera: Myrmel-
eontidae). Insecta Mundi 8: 67–119 (http://journals.fcla.edu/mun-
di/article/view/24750). 

Stange, L.A. 2000. Observations on the biology of the antlion genus Glenu-
rus Hagen (Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae). Insecta Mundi 14: 228 
(http://journals.fcla.edu/mundi/issue/view/872).

Stange, L.A. 2002. Family Myrmeleontidae. pp. 275–289, 433–446; in: 
Penny, N.D. (ed.). A Guide to the Lacewings (Neuroptera) of Costa 
Rica. Proceedings of the California Academy of Sciences 53(4): 161–
457.

Received: December 2013
Accepted: April 2014
Published online:  July 2014
Editorial responsibility: Ricardo Solar

http://journals.fcla.edu/mundi/article/view/24750
http://journals.fcla.edu/mundi/article/view/24750
http://journals.fcla.edu/mundi/issue/view/872

