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the closest known localities in Colombia and Brazil

First record of the Amazonian tiny tree toad Amazophrynella
minuta (Melin, 1941) (Anura: Bufonidae), for Venezuela
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ABSTRACT: Amazophrynella minuta is a small toad widely distributed in the lowlands and midlands of the Amazon and
Guiana regions. Herein we report the first record of this species from Venezuela based on a single specimen from Raudal de
Danto, Rio Cuao, northwestern Amazonas state. This record extends the distribution of the species more than 500 km from

Amazophrynella minuta is a small toad of the family
Bufonidae. It was originally described as a member of the
genus Atelopus but in the last decades has been relocated
to different genera (see Frost 2013 for a review of its
taxonomic history). This species is currently known from
many localities across the lowlands and midlands of
the Amazon rainforest of Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, Ecuador,
Colombia, Guyana and French Guiana (Avila et al. 2012;
Fouquet et al. 2012; Frost 2013). Fouquet et al. (2012)
reported this species from Venezuela (in the Andean
piedmont of the Llanos region), however, this record was
based on an error of identification (A. Fouquet personal
communication to SCF).

Herein, we report for the first time the presence of
Amazophrynella minuta from Venezuela on the basis
of a single specimen (Figure 1) collected during a
herpetological survey conducted by the Museo de Historia
Natural La Salle (MHNLS). The specimen is housed at the

herpetological collection of the aforementioned institution
under the code MHNLS 19913. Collecting permit #4156
(period 2009-2010) was issued to FJMRR by Ministerio
del Poder Popular para el Ambiente of Venezuela.

The specimen (an adult female; SVL: 15.8 mm), was
found by us near Raudal de Danto, Rio Cuao, Autana
municipality, Amazonas state, Venezuela (05°03'03.1”
N, 67°34’01.4” W; 115 m; Figure 2), on July 12, 2010 at
aproximately 22:00 h, in the leaf-litter near a small creek
in primary rainforest (Figure 3). This specimen represents
the first record of Amazophrynella minuta for Venezuela,
extending its distribution approximately 510 km NNE
from Mitu, Rio Vaupés, Department of Vaupés, Colombia,
and 555 km N from Taracuia, Rio Uaupés, Amazonas state,
Brazil (type locality), the two closest known localities. The
presence of this bufonid in Amazonas, Venezuela is not
completely unexpected because the herpetofauna of this
region has many Amazonian elements (Barrio-Amoros

FIGURE 1. Dorso-lateral and ventral photographs of the first specimen of Amazoprhynella minuta (MHNLS 19913; adult female, SVL: 15.8 mm) recorded

from Venezuela.
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FIGURE 2. Map of northern South America showing the first record of Amazophrynella minuta (MHNLS 19913) from Venezuela (1), near Raudal de Danto,
Autana municipality, Amazonas state, 05°03’03.1” N, 67°34’01.4” W; 115 m. Closest known localities in Colombia (2: Mitu, Rio Vaupés, Department of

Vaupés) and Brazil (3: Taracta, Rio Uaupés, Amazonas state).
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FIGURE 3. Habitat at the locality where the specimen of Amazoprhynella
minuta (MHNLS 19913) was found.

1998; Péfaur and Rivero 2000; Sefiaris and Rivas 2006)
and A. minuta is widely distributed in the Amazon and
Guiana regions (Avila et al. 2012; Fouquet et al. 2012; Frost
2013). The northern region of Amazonas state, Venezuela,
has been sampled on multiple occasions during the last
two centuries by professional herpetologists so the fact
that so far only one specimen of A. minuta has been found
probably indicates that this small toad occurs at very low
densities.

Some authors have suggested that Amazophrynella
minuta currently represents a complex of cryptic species
(Fouquet et al. 2007; 2012; Avila et al. 2012). However,
additional detailed work, preferably including several lines
of evidence (e.g. morphological, molecular, behavioral,
ecological), is necessary to assess the taxonomic status of
the populations of toads currently assigned to this taxon.
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