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Dipsadidae): First record for the state of Acre, Brazil
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ABSTRACT: We present the first record of Erythrolamprus oligolepis for the state of Acre, Brazil, which extends the species
distribution by approximately 560 kilometers from Jaci-Parana in the state of Rondonia, Brazil.

We provide the first record of Erythrolamprus oligolepis
for the state of Acre, Brazil. One specimen was collected
at Seringal Etelvi, Reserva Extrativista Chico Mendes,
Brasiléia, state of Acre, Brazil (Datum SAD69 10°45'05”
S 69°18'15” W). This record extends the distribution of
the species by 560 km west from Jaci-Parana in the state
of Rondodnia, Brazil (Datum SAD69 09°13’S, 63°30'W)
(Nascimento et al., 1988).

Erythrolamprus oligolepis is a small dipsadid snake
known from the southern portion of the Amazon River,
recorded in the states of Maranhio, Pard and Rondodnia
in Brazil, as well as in Peru (Cunha and Nascimento1993;
Silva-Jr 1993; Frota et al. 2005). It has terrestrial habits,
living in damp places, in preserved forests, secondary
forests and degraded areas, and feeding on frogs (Cunha
and Nascimento 1993).Taxonomic confusion regarding
this species has already been addressed by Dixon (1983)
who placed it as a synonym of Liophis reginae semilineata.
However, Cunha and Nascimento (1993) examined 43
individuals from the eastern portion of Para and western
Maranhdo and found that the species Leimadophis
oligolepis should be a valid species. In the same paper, the
authors presented the difference between Erythrolamprus
reginae (Linnaeus, 1758) and E.oligolepis, the former with
aseries of 17-17-15 dorsal scales and vent with small spots
on dark vertical bars, and the latter with a series of 15-
15-15 or 15-15-14 dorsal scales and a yellowish, entirely
spotless, ventral region. Another similar species would be
Erythrolamprus typhlus which presents a series of 19-19-
15 dorsal scales and a spotless ventral region (Cunha and
Nascimento 1993).

There are still some disagreements about the taxonomic
validity of Erythrolamprus oligolepis, with many authors
considering it as a subspecies of Erythrolamprus reginae
(e.g. Dixon, 1983, Martins and Oliveira, 1998, Duellman,
2005; Albarelli and Santos-Costa,2010). However, we
understand the alternative proposal that considers E.
oligolepis a valid taxon, as the most reasonable, as adopted

by many other authors (e.g. Nascimento et al.,, 1988; Cunha
and Nascimento, 1993; Silva Jr., 1993; Fleet et al.,2005 and
Grazziotin et al. 2012), and based on the quite distinct
morphology between E. oligolepis, E. reginae and E.
typhlus, demonstrated by Cunha and Nascimento (1993).
The dorsal color pattern of the collected specimen has
characteristics, described below, which agree with that
found by Cunha and Nascimento (1993) which allowed
the authors to identify the species as Erythrolamprus
oligolepis.

During fieldwork in the Reserva Extrativista
Chico Mendes conducted between October/2011 and
October/2012, we collected one single specimen of
Erythrolamprus oligolepis (Figure 1). The specimen
was captured using pitfall traps with 40 buckets (100
liters), placed in a plantation of “cupuagu” Theobroma

grandiflorum, “pupunha” Bactris sp, “acai” Euterpes sp,

and rubber trees Hevea brasiliensis - from Seringal Etelvi.
The specimen (UFAC 0477) is deposited in the Colegdo de
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FIGURE 1. Erythrolamprus oligolepis (UFACF 0477) collected in the
Reserva Extrativista Chico Mendes, Acre, Brazil (Photo by Marco Antonio
de Freitas).
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Herpetologia of the Universidade Federal do Acre, Campus
Rio Branco in the municipality of Rio Branco, Acre, Brazil.
The permit number 25261-1 was provided by SISBIO/
ICMBio - Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservacdo da
Biodiversidade. The collected specimen presents 15-15-
15 dorsal scales and the ventral region entirely yellow and
spotless. This is the first record of this species in the state
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of Acre, Brazil, which extends the species distribution by
approximately 560 kilometers from Jaci-Parana in the state
of Rondénia (Nascimento et al. 1988). So far, specimens
were only recorded south of the Amazon River, there being
records of this species in Maranhdo, Par4, Rondonia and
Acre in Brazil and Loreto, in Peru (Cunha and Nascimento
1993; Silva-Jr 1993) (Figure 2).
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FIGURE 2. Map indicating the localities showingthe known distribution of Erythrolamprus oligolepis. Records from the literature are indicated by orange

dots and the new locality by a red star.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: CAPES granted fellowships to Daniella P.F. de Franga
and CNPq granted a fellowship to Paulo S. Bernarde (501927/2009-3).

LITERATURE CITED

Albarelli, L.P.P. and M.C. Santos-Costa. 2010. Feeding ecology of Liophis
regiane semilineatus (Serpentes: Colubridae: Xenodontinae) in
Eastern Amazon, Brazil. Zoologia 27 (1): 87-91.

Cunha, O.R. and EP. Nascimento. 1993. Amazonian Ophidians: the snakes
of the eastern region of Para. Belém. Boletim do Museu Paraense
Emilio Goeldi, Série, Zoologia 9(1):1-191.

Dixon, J.R. 1983. Systematics of Liophis reginae and L. Williams
(Serpentes: Colubridae), with a description of a new species. Annals
of the Carnegie Museum 52(6): 113-138.

Duellman, W. E. 2005. Cusco Amazdénico: the lives of amphibians and
reptiles in an Amazonian rainforest. Ithaca: Comstock, Cornell
University Press.

Frota, ].G., A.P. Santos-Jr., H.M. Chalkids and A.G. Guedes. 2005. The snakes
of the lower Amazon, west of the state of Par4, Brazil (Squamatas).
Porto Alegre. Biociéncias 13 (2): 211-220.

Grazziotin, F, H. Zaher, RW. Murphy, G. Scrocchi, M.A. Benavides, Y.
Zhang and S.L. Bonato. 2012. Molecular phylogeny of the New World
Dipsadidae (Serpentes: Colubroidea): a reappraisal. Cladistics 1:
1-23.

Martins, M. and M.E. Oliveira 1998.Natural history of snakes in forests in
the Manaus region, Central Amazonia, Brazil. Herpetological Natural
History 6: 78-150.

Nascimento, FP, T.C.S. Avila-Pires and O.R. Cunha. 1988. Reptiles
squamatas of Rondonia and MatoGrosso collected through Programa
PéloNoroeste. Boletim do Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi 4(1): 21-66.

Silva-Jr, N.J. 1993.The snakes from Samuel hydroelectric power plant and
vicinity, Rondénia, Brazil. Herpetological Natural History 1: 37-86.

RECEIVED: November 2012

ACCEPTED: March 2013

PUBLISHED ONLINE: June 2013

EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITY: Pedro M. S. Nunes

669



