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ABSTRACT: We provide the first record of Anotosaura vanzolinia for the state of Alagoas, in the municipality of Traipu,
northeastern Brazil. The area is an Atlantic Forest enclave within the Caatinga Domain.

Lizards of the genus Anotosaura include two
named species: Anotosaura vanzolinia Dixon, 1974 and
Anotosaura collaris Amaral, 1933. Both species exhibit
qualitative differences between them making them
easily recognizable upon close inspection (Dixon 1974;
Vanzolini 1976). Anotosaura vanzolinia was described
for the municipality of Agrestina, in the Agreste region
of Pernambuco state (08°27’51” S, 35°56’08” W) (as A.
collaris vanzolinia: Dixon, 1974).

Since then, the species has been reported from several
localities as follow: 1) Pernambuco: municipality of
Barreiras (08°16'24” S, 35°47°36” W) (Rodrigues, 1986);
Paraiba state: municipalities of Cabaceiras (07°29°20”
S, 36°17'14” W) (Rodrigues, 1986), Sdo José da Mata
(07°11°00” S, 35°58’30” W) (Delfim and Freire 2007), Sao
José dos Cordeiros (07°23°27” S 36°48’28” W) and Sumé
(07°40°18” S, 36°52’48” W) (Freire et al. 2009); Bahia
state: municipality of Ruy Barbosa (12°27°08” S, 40°37°31”
W) (Freitas and Moisés 2009); Rio Grande do Norte state:
municipality of Tenente Laurentino Cruz (06°10°80" S,
36°43’38” W) (Gogliath et al. 2010).

We report the occurrence of A. vanzolinia (Figure
1) in the Alagoas state. Eight individuals were collected.
Specimens were obtained from Serra da Mao, municipality
of Traipu, Alagoas (Figure 2), in an Atlantic Forest enclave
within the Caatinga Domain located ca. 200 km southward
from the type locality. All of the specimens were found
among the roots of a Bromelia karatas L stump, in the
forest area at 503 m of elevation (09°45°10” S, 36°56’47”
W). Measurements of the new specimens are: snout-vent
length (SVL) between 37.48 mm and 46.70 mm (mean=
42.68; standard deviation, SD=3.11), and tail length
(TL) between 32.92 mm and 61.31 mm (mean= 46.83;

SD=9.01). The new record corroborates earlier comments
by Rodrigues (1986) and Delfim and Freire (2007), who
suggested that the preferred habitat for this species is the
forest and that it remains in caatingas only in especially
favorable microhabitats.

FIGURE 1. Specimen of Anotosaura vanzolinia collected in Serra da Mao,
municipality of Traipu, state of Alagoas (MUFAL 8768). Photo by Ubiratan
Gongalves.

Collecting permits were issued by Instituto Chico
Mendes de Conservagdo da Biodiversidade (ICMBIO)
(Process number 28997-1). Voucher specimens were
deposited in the Herpetological Collection of the Natural
History Museum at the Universidade Federal de Alagoas
(UFAL) (MUFAL 8768, 9666, 9667, 9668, 9669, 9674,
9678,9679).
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FIGURE 2. Distribution map of A. vanzolinia in Northeasthern Brazil. Previous records represented by white black dots. New record represented by red
circle. AL, Alagoas; BA, Bahia; PB, Paraiba; PE, Pernambuco; RN, Rio Grande do Norte.
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