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Abstract: The White-tipped Plantcutter Phytotoma rutila has only one documented record for Brazil, that occurred in 
1974 in the extreme west of Rio Grande do Sul. We report herein a second record - one individual photographed in April 
2009 at a dunefield in the municipality of Capão da Canoa, northern coast of Rio Grande do Sul, about 700 km from the 
previous one. This new record corroborates the status of vagrant for this species in Brazil.
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The genus Phytotoma Molina, 1782 is exclusively South 
American and comprises only three species: the Rufous-
tailed Plantcutter Phytotoma rara Molina, 1782; the 
Peruvian Plantcutter Phytotoma raimondii Taczanowski, 
1883; and the White-tipped Plantcutter Phytotoma rutila 
Vieillot, 1818 (Snow 2004). Although some authors 
prefer to allocate the genus in the family Phytotomidae, 
recent studies based on molecular biology indicated that 
Phytotoma is within the family Cotingidae (Belton 1994; 
Sick 1997; Prum et al. 2000; Snow 2004; Ohlson et al. 
2007; Tello et al. 2009). The members of the genus are 
recognized by their conical bills with finely serrated edges. 
They are mainly folivorous, but fruits and seeds are also 
eaten (Bucher et al. 2003; Snow 2004).

Phytotoma rutila, like its congeners, shows marked 
sexual dimorphism. The main difference between genders 
is the rufous coloration on the male’s front and most of 
underparts, while females are buffy to ochraceous below, 
conspicuously streaked blackish (Sick 1997; Snow 2004). 
The species occurs in savannas, shrubby fields, grasslands 
and anthropogenic habitats such as gardens and parks. It 
appears to prefer dry environments on poor and/or sandy 
soils (Ridgely and Tudor 1994; IUCN 2010). The species is 
usually seen in pairs or small groups, only rarely in larger 
groups or alone (Snow 2004; Rocha 2006).

Phytotoma rutila has the largest geographic distribution 
within the genus, occurring in Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay, 
Uruguay and southern Brazil. Nevertheless, it breeds only 
in the first two. A fraction of the population migrates in 
the austral autumn and winter (April to September) to 
northern areas such as the Uruguayan coast, northeastern 
Buenos Aires Province and Paraguay (Narosky and Di 
Giácomo 1993; Hayes et al. 1994; Snow 2004; Rocha 2006; 
Olmos 2009). Only one record was published for Brazil. 
In May 1974 five birds were recorded on two consecutive 
days in the extreme west of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, 
southern Brazil, in an area that nowadays is part of a state 
park, the Parque Estadual do Espinilho (Belton 1994). Two 

of those birds were collected.
Here we report a second record of P. rutila in Brazil. On 

19 April 2009, one individual (Figure 1) was recorded by 
J.A.F.S. at a coastal dunefield (29°42’19” S, 49°59’10” W) 
in Capão da Canoa, a municipality located on the northern 
coast of Rio Grande do Sul. The landscape is mainly 
herbaceous restinga, the typical vegetation cover of these 
coastal dunes (Waechter 1985). However, the bird was 
observed in a disturbed area dotted with shrubs of Acacia 
longifolia and young Pinus sp., both exotic plants in Rio 
Grande do Sul (Cordazzo et al. 2006). The distance from 
the shoreline was about 500 m. The bird had front and 
lower parts pale orange with grayish flanks. (Figure 1). 
These features indicated that the individual was an adult 
male, since immature males are buffy gray-brown below 

Figure 1. Phytotoma rutila recorded on 19 April 2009 in Capão da Canoa, 
state of Rio Grande do Sul, southern Brazil.
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Figure 2. Partial geographic distribution of Phytotoma rutila in 
subtropical South America: previously known area (gray) after Snow 
(2004) and Olmos (2009); locality of the record made in 1974 at 
Espinilho State Park (black square); and locality of the new record in 
Capão da Canoa (black circle), state of Rio Grande do Sul, southern Brazil.

and have rufous only on the flanks (Snow 2004). The paler 
orange was attributed to wear feathers. The presence 
of the observer caused the bird to fly into some nearby 
shrubs, and subsequent approaches resulted in the same 
behavior. Five additional surveys were conducted in the 
same area between May and June 2009 (20 h effort), but 
the species was not found again. The last survey was done 
with the specific purpose of finding P. rutila, and included 
the use of playback.

This new record is about 700 km to the east of the 
previous one (Figure 2). The landscape where the bird 
was seen agrees well with the habitats described for the 
species (Snow 2004). The month of the sighting (April) also 
coincides with the period when this migratory species is 
expected to occur in Uruguay and southern Brazil (Belton 
1994; Olmos 2009). Since the individual was seen only 
once, we believe that it was a vagrant from the southern 
populations that migrate to the northeast of Argentina and 
Uruguay during the austral winter. 

Venturini et al. (2007) reported an undocumented sight 
of three individuals of P. rutila in the Atlantic rainforest of 
the state of Espírito Santo, southeastern Brazil, in May 
2005. This area is about 2,000 km further from the known 
geographic distribution of the species (Snow 2004). 
Since the record in Espírito Santo was undocumented 
and located far from the known geographic distribution 
of the species, we consider it is premature to include the 
Atlantic rainforest of southeastern Brazil within the range 
of the species during the austral winter. The occurrence 
of the species must be confirmed through documentation 
(Carlos et al. 2010).

Until the moment, there is not a known area where the 
species occurs regularly during austral winter in Brazil. 
Consequently, the present record corroborates the status 
of vagrant for Phytotoma rutila in the country (CBRO, 
2011). The Espinilho State Park (30°11’ S, 57°30’ W) has 
a unique landscape in Rio Grande do Sul composed by 
savanna steppes (Veloso 1991), a habitat which the species 
usually uses in its regular distribution range. Moreover, it 
is located near the areas in Argentina and Uruguay with 
similar habitats where the species occur (Snow 2004; 

Olmos 2009). Considering these features, we believe that 
the Espinilho State Park and surroundings are the areas 
with the highest probability to find Phytotoma rutila in 
Brazil.  

Acknowledgments: We thank Glayson Ariel Bencke (Fundação 
Zoobotânica do Rio Grande do Sul), who confirmed the identification 
of the species. Janice Waite (National Marine Mammal Laboratory, 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle) made valuable suggestions that 
improved the English of the manuscript. An anonymous referee, Glayson 
Ariel Bencke and Dárius Pukenis Tubelis (Universidade Federal Rural 
do Semi-árido) revised an earlier version of the manuscript and made 
important suggestions. 

Literature Cited
Belton, W. 1994. As aves do Rio Grande do Sul: Distribuição e Biologia. São 

Leopoldo: Editora Unisinos. 584 p. 
Bucher, E.H., D. Tamburini, A. Abril and P. Torres. 2003. Folivory in the 

white-tipped plantcutter Phytotoma rutila: seasonal variations in 
diet composition and quality. Journal of Avian Biology 34(2): 211-
216. 

Carlos, C.J., F.C. Straube and J.F. Pacheco. 2010. Conceitos e definições 
sobre documentação de registros ornitológicos e critérios para a 
elaboração de listas de aves para os estados brasileiros. Revista 
Brasileira de Ornitologia 18(4): 355-361.

CBRO [Comitê Brasileiro de Registros Ornitológicos]. 2011. Lista das 
aves do Brasil. Versão 25/1/2011. Electronic Database accessible at 
http://www.cbro.org.br/. Captured on 25 February 2011.

Cordazzo, C.V., J.B.P. Paiva and U. Seelinger. 2006. Guia ilustrado - Plantas 
das dunas da costa Sudoeste Atlântica. Pelotas: Useb. 112 p.

Hayes, F.E., P.A. Scharf and R.S. Ridgely. 1994. Austral bird migrants in 
Paraguay. The Condor 96(1): 83-97.

IUCN 2010. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2010.4. Electronic 
Database accessible at http://www.iucnredlist.org/. Captured on 11 
May 2011.

Narosky, T. and A. Di Giácomo. 1993. Las aves de la província de Buenos 
Aires: Distribucion y Estatus. Buenos Aires: Asociación. Ornitológica 
Del Plata, Vázquez Mazzini Ed. and L.O.L.A.. 128 p.

Ohlson, J.I., R.O. Prum and P.G. Ericson. 2007. A molecular phylogeny 
of the cotingas (Aves:Cotingidae). Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 42(1): 25-37.

Olmos, A. 2009. Aves en el Uruguay. Montevideo: Tradinco. 520 p.
Prum, R.O., N.H. Rice, J.A. Mobley and W.W. Dimmick. 2000. A preliminary 

phylogenetic hypothesis for the Cotingas (Cotingidae) based on 
mitochondrial DNA. The Auk 117(1): 236-241.

Rocha, G. 2006. Aves del Uruguay. El país de los pájaros pintados. Volume 
II. Montevideo: Banda Oriental. 144 p.

Ridgely, R.S. and G. Tudor. 1994. The birds of South America: the suboscines 
passerines. Volume II. Austin: University of Texas Press. 516 p.

Sick, H. 1997. Ornitologia brasileira. Rio de Janeiro: Nova Fronteira. 912 p.
Snow, D.W. 2004. Family Cotingidae (Cotingas); p. 32-109 In J. del Hoyo, 

A. Elliot and D.A. Christie (ed.). Handbook of the Birds of the World. 
Volume 9. Barcelona: Lynx Edicions. 

Tello, J.G., R.G. Moyle, D.J. Marchese and J. Cracraft. 2009. Phylogeny 
and phylogenetic classification of the tyrant flycatchers, cotingas, 
manakins and their allies (Aves: Tyrannides). Cladistics 25: 429-467 

Veloso, H.P., A.L.R.R. Filho and J.C.A. Lima. 1991. Classificação da vegetação 
brasileira adaptada a um sistema universal. Rio de Janeiro: IBGE. 124 
p. 

Venturini, A.C., R.P. Paz and J.A. Jacomelli-Jr. 2007. Registro do corta-
ramos-de-rabo-branco Phytotoma rutila para o sudeste do Brasil: 
Linhares, Espírito Santo. Atualidades Ornitológicas 136: 1-3.

Waechter, J.L. 1985. Aspectos ecológicos da vegetação de restinga no Rio 
Grande do Sul. Comunicações do Museu de Ciência e Tecnologia da 
PUCRS, Série Botânica 33: 49-68.

Received: June 2011
Last Revised: August 2011
Accepted: September 2011
Published online: October 2011
Editorial responsibility: Dárius P. Tubelis


