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First record of Scartella itajobi Rangel and Mendes, 2009
(Perciformes: Blenniidae) from Sao Pedro e Sao Paulo
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ABSTRACT: This article presents the first record of the blenniid Scartella itajobi in the Sdo Pedro e Sdo Paulo Archipelago,
located off the state of Rio Grande do Norte, northeastern Brazil. As a result, the species distribution is extended 610 km
northeast. The number of species of Blenniidae known to occur in Sdo Pedro e Sdo Paulo Archipelago is three, whereas the
number of endemic fish species shared by Sdo Pedro e Sdo Paulo, Fernando de Noronha, and Rocas Atoll now stands at two.

Sao Pedro e Sdo Paulo Archipelago (SPSPA) is a group of
small islands and rocks located approximately 1000 km off
the coast of Rio Grande do Norte State, northeastern Brazil
(Figure 1). It shares about 80% of its fauna, including
species of reef fishes, with the Brazilian coast. SPSPA is
also considered as a low diversity fauna reservoir in the
Brazilian Biogeographic Province (Edwards and Lubbock
1983; Floeter and Gasparini 2000; Joyeux et al. 2001;
Feitoza et al. 2003).

Blenniidae is one of the most diverse families of
Teleostei, with approximately 400 species in 56 genera
(Eschmeyer and Fong 2011). However, only 10 species have
been reported in Brazilian coastal waters, including two of
which that were recently described from oceanic islands
(Rangel and Mendes 2009). Two species of the family
have been previously recorded in SPSPA: Ophioblennius
trinitatis (Miranda Ribeiro 1919) a Pan-Atlantic species,
and Entomacrodus vomerinus (Valenciennes 1836) a
southwestern Atlantic species, both commonly found on
the rocky coast and inland tide pools in SPSPA (Feitoza et
al. 2003; Vaske Jr. et al. 2005).

A female specimen of Scartella itajobi (Figure 2) was
collected in September 9, 2009 in Belmonte Island bay
(00°56’ N, 29°26’ W). The specimen was sheltered in a 40
cm-deep rock crevice. It was fixed in formaldehyde and
identified according to descriptions provided by Rangel
and Mendes (2009). The specimen is now deposited in
the Museu de Ciéncias Morfoldgicas at the Universidade
Federal do Rio Grande do Norte (CPV-MCM 115).

In addition to S. itajobi, two other species of the genus
occur in Brazil: Scartella cristata (Linnaeus 1758), which
has an amphi-Atlantic distribution, and Scartella poiti
(Rangel, Gasparini and Guimaraes 2004) endemic to
Trindade Island. These species display a cryptic behavior,
are resistant to salt and temperature variations, and are
frequently found in shallow waters and tide pools (Bauchot
and Pras 1993; Mendes 2006).
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The record of S. itajobi in SPSPA represents a
distributional extension ofapproximately 610 kmnortheast
from the supposedly northern limit of distribution of the
species, which was thought to be Fernando de Noronha
Archipelago. In addition, the number of reef fish species
known to inhabit the SPSPA is now 61. This record, added
to the geographic distribution of Pomacentridae Stegastes
rocasensis (Emery 1972), changes to two the number of
endemic species shared by SPSPA, Fernando de Noronha
Archipelago and the Rocas Atoll (Rosa and Moura 1997;
Vaske Jr. et al. 2005; Feitoza et al. 2003; Rangel and Mendes
2009).

Knowledge of species distribution is fundamental
for inferences in ecology, zoogeography, biological
management and conservation programs, particularly in
areas of biological interest such as the Brazilian oceanic
islands.
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FIGURE 1. Map of Brazil and oceanic islands, with Sdo Pedro e Sdo Paulo
Archipelago enlarged in the foreground. Arrow indicates the collection
site of Scartella itajobi.
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FIGURE 2. Female Scartella itajobi Rangel and Mendes, 2009 collected in Sdo Pedro e Sdo Paulo Archipelago. Scale = 1cm.
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