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ABSTRACT: The casqued-headed tree frog Trachycephalus atlas Bokermann, 1966 is recorded for the first time in the
municipality of Jati, southern region of Ceara state, northeastern Brazil, extending in 72 km east the previous known

geographic distribution of this species. An updated geographic distribution map of T. atlas is provided.

The genus Trachycephalus Tschudi, 1838 is
represented by twelve species: Trachycephalus atlas
Bokermann, 1966; Trachycephalus coriaceus (Peters,
1867); Trachycephalus dibernardoi Kwet and Solé, 2008;
Trachycephalus hadroceps (Duellman and Hoogmoed,
1992); Trachycephalus imitatrix (Miranda-Ribeiro, 1926);
Trachycephalus jordani (Stejneger and Test, 1891);
Trachycephalus lepidus (Pombal, Haddad and Cruz,
2003); Trachycephalus mambaiensis Cintra, Silva, Silva,
Garcia and Zaher, 2009; Trachycephalus mesophaeus
(Hensel, 1867); Trachycephalus nigromaculatus Tschudi,
1838; Trachycephalus resinifictrix (Goeldi, 1907); and
Trachycephalus typhonius (Linnaeus, 1758) (Frost 2011).
This genus is characterized by 37 transformations in
nuclear and mitochondrial protein and ribosomal genes,
and by the presence of paired vocal sacs protruding
posterior to the angles of the jaws when inflated (Faivovich
et al. 2005). Trachycephalus species are found in the
lowlands of Mexico, Central and South America east of the
Andes, south to north Argentina and eastern Brazil, and
only Trachycephalus hadroceps and T. jordani do not occur
in Brazil (Frost 2011).

The casque-headed treefrog Trachycephalus atlas is
characterized by a cranial co-ossification on the skull,
large size (SVL male 98 mm; female 107 mm), dorsum
pale brown, with a big dark blotch like an inverted Y in the
central region, forearm and arm with a dark transversal
band, legs with three dark transversal bands, laterally
black rings with yellow-cream in the central region, venter
white cream, with black vocal sacs (Bokermann 1966).

Trachycephalus atlas was described for the locality
of Fazenda Santo Onofre, municipality of Maracas,
state of Bahia (Bokermann 1966). Since then only few
distributional records were made for the species, all of
them restricted to the northeastern Brazil (Caramaschi and
Silvano 2004; Borges-Nojosa and Santos 2005; Bastazini et
al. 2007; Freitas and Silva 2007).
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Caramaschi and Silvano (2004) provided a distribution
map for T atlas, where the species range extends from
the municipality of Itapetinga, southeast region of the
state of Bahia, north to Exu, state of Pernambuco. Borges-
Nojosa and Santos (2005) documented the species for the
municipality of Betania, in a Caatinga dry forest habitat,
semi-arid region in the state of Pernambuco. Bastazini et
al. (2007) reported it for the municipality of Mata do Sao
Jodo, in a Restinga environment in the coastal region of
the state of Bahia. Freitas and Silva (2007) reported the
species in the southeast of Bahia in deciduous seasonal
forests in the Planalto da Conquista region, municipality
of Barra do Choga and Igapor3d, and in the Restinga of the
north coast of Bahia, in the municipalities of Dias D"Avila
and Camagarti.

Two adult female specimens of Trachycephalus atlas
(Figure 1) were collected (permits: 021/2008-CGFAB)
around 19:00 h on April 25 and 28, 2008, on the branches

FIGURE 1. Adult female of Trachycephalus atlas (MNR] 55562) from the
municipality of Jati, state of Ceard, Brazil. Photo by Igor ]. Roberto.
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of a Juazeiro tree (Ziziphus joazeiro) 4 m from the ground
and 10 m from a permanent pond in the locality of Sitio
Balsamo, municipality of Jati, south region of the Ceara
state, northeastern Brazil (7°37°47.76” S, 39°2°46.41” W,
513 ma.s.l.).

The area is within the Caatinga biome, characterized
by thorny shrubs vegetation and arboreal dry forest with
the presence of a permanent pond, 70 m wide and 1-2 m
depth, and several small temporary ponds.
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FIGURE 2. Know distribution of Trachycephalus atlas. 1. Maracas, type
locality (Bokermann 1966); 2. Itapetinga; 3. Exd (Caramaschi and Silvano
2004); 4. Mata do Sao Jodo; 5. Dias D’ Avila; 6. Camagcari; 7. Igapor3d; 8.
Barra do Choga (Freitas and Silva 2007); 9. Betania ( Borges-Nojosa and
Santos 2005); 10. Jati (this study).
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This is the first record of T. atlas in the state of Cear4,
increasing the known distribution range for this species
approximately in 72 km east, from its nearest locality,
municipality of Exd, state of Pernambuco (Caramaschi and
Silvano 2004). An updated T atlas geographic distribution
map is provided. (Figure 2).

The voucher specimens were deposited at the Colegao
Herpetolégica do Museu Nacional do Rio de Janeiro (MNR]
-55562; 55777).
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