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Figure 1. Southernmost vouchered records of Scinax nasicus. 1-5 
previously published records: 1, La France (Giraudo and Gutierrez 1989); 
2, Ramallo; 3, Baradero; 4, Arrecifes; 5, La Plata (all from Natale and 
Herrera 2006). The red dot indicates the new record.

The Lesser snouted tree frog, Scinax nasicus (Cope, 
1862), is a small (up to 35 mm SVL) hylid frog with flat body 
and triangular snout, tympanum easily visible limited above 
by an oblique supratympanic fold, and slightly constricted 
neck. Well-adapted to climb, it bears adhesive disks on tips 
of fingers and toes and conical subarticular tubercles. This 
species breeds from late spring to late summer, onset of 
the rainy season in southern South America. Females lay 
jelly egg clutches on aquatic vegetation (Cei 1980). 

Mainly a Chaco dweller, it ranges from Mato Grosso 
and the Cerrado domain in Brazil, to Bolivia, Paraguay, 
Uruguay and Argentina (Cei 1980; Gallardo and Varela de 
Olmedo 1992; Lavilla and Cei 2001; Achaval and Olmos 
2007). Its southernmost distribution reaches to La Plata 
(34°59’05” S, 57°51’21” W; Figure 1, dot 5), at Buenos 
Aires province (Natale and Herrera 2006). In the province 
of Córdoba, at central Argentina, the species was first 
found at the locality of La France (31°25’08” S, 62°37’56” 
W; Figure 1, dot 1) (Giraudo and Gutierrez 1989). In this 
paper we report a second vouchered record for the species 
at Córdoba province.

Abstract: Two adult males Scinax nasicus (Cope, 1862) were collected when calling perched on the vegetation of the banks 
of a temporary pond near to extended soybean culture, in the surroundings of the town of Ucacha, province of Córdoba, 
Argentina. This new record confirms the presence of the species in this province, and extends 198 km to SW its range from 
the nearest previously known record.
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Figure 2. Adult male of Scinax nasicus  from Ucacha, province of Córdoba, 
Argentina. Photo by F. J. Carezzano.

During a field trip conducted in January 2010 as 
part of a survey of anuran diversity in an agricultural 
ecosystem, two adult males of Scinax nasicus (Figure 2) 
were collected while calling at sunset in the surroundings 
of the town of Ucacha, province of Córdoba (33°01’34” S, 
63°33’07” W; Figure 1, dot 6), northwestern border of the 
Pampean eco-region. Both frogs were calling perched on 
the vegetation of the banks of a temporary pond, about 1.5 
m above ground (Figure 3). It is to note that in this pond 
local soybean farmers discard garbage, including empty 
agrochemical containers.

With this new record we extend 198 km to the 
southwestern the known range of Scinax nasicus  as 
published by Heredia (2008), and we confirm the presence 
of this species in Córdoba province after twenty years of 
its first and only cite. 

The specimens are deposited in the Herpetological 
Collection of Comparative Anatomy, Universidad Nacional 
de Córdoba, Argentina, under the numbers AC-542 and 
AC-543.
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Figure 3. The collection site (environments of Ucacha, province of 
Córdoba, Argentina). The arrow indicates the perch where one of the 
frogs was calling when found. In the near background, traffic on the 
paved provincial road 11. At lower right corner thrown garbage can be 
seen. Photo by F. J. Carezzano.


