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NOTES ON GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Reptilia, Polychrotidae, Anolis fuscoauratus: Distribution extension
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The slender anole, Anolis fuscoauratus, is a
forest-dwelling lizard with a wide geographic
distribution, being found mostly within the
Amazonian domain in Brazil, French Guiana,
Suriname, Guyana, Venezuela, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia (Avila-Pires 1995),
where it is often the commonest species of anole
lizard (Vitt et al. 2003). It also occurs in the
Atlantic Rainforest domain of eastern Brazil,
though its distribution within the latter biome is
not well known, particularly with regard to its
southern limit (Avila-Pires 1995). Williams &
Vanzolini (1980) reported its occurrence in the
state of Espirito Santo without citing precise
localities.  Vanzolini  (1988) reported the
occurrence of the species along the Atlantic
Rainforest from about 7° S to about 20° S latitude,

again without providing specific localities of
occurrence. Rocha (1998) recorded this species at
the Reserva Florestal da Companhia Vale do Rio
Doce, in the municipality of Linhares, state of
Espirito Santo. Later, Cassimiro et al. (2006)
extended its distribution a few degrees southward
and 185 km westward to the municipality of
Caratinga, state of Minas Gerais. More recently, a
lizard identified as Anolis cf. fuscoauratus was
reportedly videotaped (but not collected) at the
Restinga da Marambaia, state of Rio de Janeiro
(Carvalho et al. 2007), which would represent the
southernmost record for the species and the first
for the state (see Rocha et al. 2004). The present
note confirms the presence of A. fuscoauratus in
the state of Rio de Janeiro and provides the first
voucher record of the species for that state.

Figure 1. Female specimen of Anolis fuscoauratus collected in the district of Guapiagu, municipality of
Cachoeiras de Macacu, state of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Photo by D. Vrcibradic.
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On 22 September 2007 one of us (PGA) collected
a female A. fuscoauratus (50 mm SVL; Figure 1)
in a 133 ha forest fragment (22°28'9.2" S, 42°45'
65.5" W) at the district of Guapiagu, municipality
of Cachoeiras de Macacu, state of Rio de Janeiro.
The lizard was found perched on a branch ca. 1.5
m above the ground, apparently inactive, at 22:40
h. The specimen was deposited at the reptile
collection of the Museu Nacional, Rio de Janeiro
(MNRJ 16548; IBAMA collection permit 13088-1).

Rocha et al. (2004) provided a list of reptile
species for the state of Rio de Janeiro containing a
total of 127 taxa, among which 4. fuscoauratus

44°

was not present (the only species of the genus
in the list was A. punctatus). Since then, three
other reptile species have been added to the
fauna of the state (Vrcibradic et al. 2006, Silveira
and Evers 2007, Silveira 2008), increasing the list
to 130 taxa. This note further increases the list to
131 taxa and adds a second species of Anolis to
the fauna of the state of Rio de Janeiro. The
current records of A. fuscoauratus from
southeastern Brazil, albeit restricted to few
localities, suggest that the species must be
relatively widespread within the Atlantic Forest
domain in the region (Figure 2) as suggested by
Vanzolini (1988).
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Figure 2. Current records of Anolis fuscoauratus in southeastern Brazil. 1) Linhares, Espirito Santo (triangle —
Rocha 1998); 2) Caratinga, Minas Gerais (square — Cassimiro et al. 2006; 3) Cachoeiras de Macacu, Rio de
Janeiro (asterisk — present article); 4) Marambaia, Rio de Janeiro (reported as Anolis cf. fuscoauratus; dot —

Carvalho et al. 2007).

747



Check List 5(3): 746-748, 2009.
ISSN: 1809-127X

NOTES ON GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Acknowledgments

We are grateful to Miguel T. U. Rodrigues for confirming the identification of the lizard and to Clarissa Canedo for
preparing the map. We also thank Nicholas J. Locke of the Reserva Ecologica de Guapiacu (REGUA) for making many
facilities available during our fieldwork in that area. MAG received graduate fellowship from Conservation
International do Brasil. CFDR received research grants from CNPq (Processes # 477715/2006-0 and # 307653/2003-0)
and from FAPERJ through the Programa Cientistas do Nosso Estado (Process E-26/100.471.2007). This project also
benefitted from funding of the Edital Espécies Ameacadas of the Fundagdo Biodiversitas/CEPAN and RAN/ICMBio

(Project # 0158A/012006).

Literature Cited

Avila-Pires, T. C. S. 1995. Lizards of Brazilian
Amazonia (Reptilia: Squamata). Zoololische
Verhandelingen, Leiden 299: 1-706.

Carvalho, A. L. G., A. F. B. Aratjo, and H. R. Silva.
2007. Lizards of Marambaia, an insular remnant of
Restinga and Atlantic Forest in the State of Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Biota Neotropica 7(2): 221-226.

Cassimiro, J., V. Xavier, and J. Bertoluci. 2006.
Geographic Distribution. Anolis  fuscoauratus.
Herpetological Review 37(4): 493.

Rocha, C. F. D. 1998. Composicdo e organizacdo da
comunidade de répteis da 4rea de Mata Atlantica da
regido de Linhares, Espirito Santo; p. 869-881 In J.
E. Santos (ed.). Anais do VIII Seminério Regional
de Ecologia, vol. 2. Sao Carlos: Universidade
Federal de Sao Carlos.

Rocha, C. F. D., H. G. Bergallo, J. P. Pombal Jr., L.
Geise, M. Van Sluys, R. Fernandes, and U.
Caramaschi. 2004. Fauna de anfibios, répteis e
mamiferos do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, sudeste do
Brasil. Publicagdes Avulsas do Museu Nacional,
Rio de Janeiro 104: 1-24.

Silveira, A. L. 2008. Geographic Distribution.
Oxyrhopus guibei. Herpetological Review 39(2):
242.

Silveira, A. L. and P. R. Evers Jr. 2007. Geographic
Distribution. Bothrops alternatus. Herpetological
Review 38(3): 354.

Vanzolini, P. E. 1988 Distributional patterns of South
American lizards; p. 317-342 In P. E. Vanzolini &
W. R. Heyer (ed.). Proceedings of a Workshop on
Neotropical Distribution Patterns. Rio de Janeiro:
Academia Brasileira de Ciéncias.

vitt, L. J., T. C. S. Avila-Pires, P. A. Zani, S. S.
Sartorius and M. C. Espésito. 2003. Life above
ground: ecology of Anolis fuscoauratus in the
Amazon rain forest, and comparisons with its
nearest relatives. Canadian Journal of Zoology 81:
142-156

Vrcibradic, D., M. Almeida-Gomes, V. N. T. Borges-
Junior, M. C. Kiefer, M. Van Sluys and C. F. D.
Rocha. 2006. Geographic Distribution. Mabuya
frenata. Check List 2(2):57-58.

Williams, E. E. and P. E. Vanzolini. 1980. Notes and
biogeographic comments on anoles from Brazil.
Papéis Avulsos de Zoologia, Sao Paulo 34(6): 99-
108.

Received November 2008
Accepted September 2009
Published online September 2009

748



