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Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae, Satyrinae, Cissia terrestris:
First record from Costa Rica
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The genus Cissia Doubleday, 1848, ranges from
the southern United States throughout Mexico,
Central and South America, and the West Indies
and Trinidad (DeVries 1987). It contains 15
species (Lamas 2004), nine of which occur in
Costa Rica. Cissia terrestris (Butler 1867)
belongs to the tribe Satyrini, subtribe Euptychiina;
and it is distinguished by the irregular metallic
markings between the two largest hindwing ocelli
and the single submarginal line on the hindwing
tornus. The species is distributed from Nicaragua
to the Brazilian Central Plateau (Motta 2002) and
Distrito Federal in Central Brazil (Emery et al.
2006) with no current records from Costa Rica
(DeVries 1987).

Here we report the first authentic Costa Rican
record of C. terrestris (female, forewing length:
16,48 mm; Figure 1) collected during 13 months
of sampling with three sets of baited traps which
was carried out during the first eight days of every
month from January 2005 to January 2006 for a
total of 14.976 trap-hours. Each set consisted of
six Van-Someren traps baited with fermented
banana. Three traps were placed in the canopy and
three in the understory (DeVries 1988).

The individual was collected on February 5 of
2005 in a canopy trap and was determined by
using DeVries (1987). It is housed in the National
Institute of Biodiversity (INBio) collection

Figure 1. Female C. ferrestris collected during the study (forewing length 16,48 mm). a) Dorsal; b) Ventral
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(Voucher number: INB0004190857). The exact
location of the site was 12°59'44.0" N,
83°30'56.5" W in an Open Forest (ITEC 2004) at
135 m elevation on the Pacific slope. The area
represents a fragmented forest patch, located
approximately less than 100 m from the forest

edge. The area is not part of any protected area
(Figure 2) and is not under any management
category. The only important feature around is
that it is close to the spring water collecting tanks
that provide the potable water for an entire town
(Ciudad Puerto Cortes).
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Figure 2. Collecting site and Costa Rican protected areas system.

Despite being expected to be present in the
country based on collections from Nicaragua and
David, Panama (DeVries 1987), this report is the
first record of C. ferrestris from Costa Rica.
Multi-year efforts of sampling for the National
Biodiversity Inventory carried out by INBio and
other researchers collecting around the country
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have not reported the species. Previous efforts
have focused mainly on forested areas, protected
areas and continuous forest patches, with little
collecting and inventory efforts outside these
areas. This report suggests extending collection
and inventory efforts to fragmented and human-
dominated landscapes.
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