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Ruschi’s treefrog, Dendropsophus ruschii (Figure 
1), is a species endemic to the Atlantic Rainforest 
in the Espírito Santo state, southeastern Brazil. All 
known specimens were collected in this forest 
formation, at elevations around 800 m (Weygoldt 
and Peixoto 1987; Frost 2004). 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Adult specimen of Dendropsophus 
ruschii from Pedra Azul, Domingos Martins, 
Espírito Santo state, Brazil. CFBH 10584 (photo: 
J.L. Gasparini). 
 
Dendropsophus ruschii was described in 1987 
based on some specimens collected in the early 
80´s at the municipalities of Domingos Martins 
and Santa Teresa, Espírito Santo state, but no 
exact locality was assigned (Weygoldt and 
Peixoto 1987). In the original description, the 
species was tentatively placed in the 
Dendropsophus parviceps group (Weygoldt and 
Peixoto 1987). After an extensive taxonomic 
review of the family Hylidae by Faivovich et al. 

(2005), the D. parviceps group was maintained as 
it was before the revision, although the authors 
expressed their skepticism regarding its 
monophyly. 
 
Due to the small known geographical range 
(Figure 2) and the restricted habitat preferences, 
Dendropsophus ruschii was considered as 
vulnerable to extinction in the list of threatened 
species of the Espírito Santo state (Espírito Santo 
2005). The species was listed as “Data Deficient” 
in the IUCN threatened species list (IUCN et al 
2006) and was not included in the national red list 
(Fundação Biodiversitas 2005). 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Espírito Santo State map, showing the 
municipalities where Dendropsophus ruschii 
occurs, according to the original species 
description (in gray). Black circle shows the 
locality of the reencounter. DM: Domingos 
Martins; ST: Santa Teresa. 
 
Until now, the species was known only from the 
type series (Holotype: EI 7741, Paratypes: EI 
7742, MZUSP 63322, MZUSP 63323, USNM 
number not given in the original description). 
Recently, in February 2005, we rediscovered the 
species in a forest remnant near the Parque 
Estadual da Pedra Azul (approximately 20o24’S, 
41o01’W), in the municipality of Domingos 
Martins, montane region of Espírito Santo (aprox. 
elevation of 1200 m). In this locality, we found an 
apparently stable population with many adults, 
including calling males, juveniles, and froglets. 
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The state of Espírito Santo is entirely inserted in 
the Atlantic Rainforest Biome and therefore holds 
a great natural richness despite the high degree of 
degradation (Pombal-Jr et al. 2003; Ramos and 
Gasparini 2004). Furthermore, many forest 
remnants in the state were not adequately sampled 
yet, including areas in Domingos Martins, Santa 
Teresa and nearby municipalities. This new record 
reinforces the need of new surveys, because more 
populations of this species may exist in other 
forested areas near Pedra Azul. 
 
As pointed by Pimenta et al. (2005), the current 
knowledge about amphibian diversity in Brazil is 
still far from the ideal and therefore the inclusion 
or not of species in threatened species lists should 
be done with extreme caution. Some specialists 
have used threatened species lists to evaluate 
changes in the status of species populations (see 
Possingham et al. 2002; Stuart et al. 2004). Such 
studies are reliable only when comprehensive data 
on well-studied groups are obtained and 
continuously updated, thus allowing robust 
comparisons over time and space (see revision in 
Possingham et al. 2002). This is not the case of 
Brazilian amphibians. The work by Stuart et al. 
(2004) prematurely reported on declining species 
based simply on the change of threat category in 
threatened species lists over the years. They 
reported, for example, on the decline of Scinax 
heyeri, a species known only from the four type 
specimens (Pimenta et al. 2005). If that was true, 
then several other species only known from their 
type specimens should also be considered as 
rapidly declining, including Hyophryne histrio, 
Paratelmatobius gaigeae, Rhamphophryne 
proboscidea and Dendropsophus ruschii; all of 
them were rediscovered in the last three years 
(Feio et al. 2003; Dixo 2004; Zaher et al. 2005). 
 
The inclusion of D. ruschii in the red list of the 
Espírito Santo state (Espírito Santo 2005) and the 
suggestion made by IUCN et al. (2006) that the 
species should be listed as endangered seemed to 
be precipitated. Furthermore, we do not consider 
this to be a rare species, since several individuals 
were seen in latter fieldtrips (September 2005 and 
March 2006) to the rediscovery site. We suggest 
the maintenance of the species in the Data 
Deficient category until more accurate 

information about the species distribution and 
abundance is available. 
 
The high number of Brazilian species only known 
from their type-localities (109 in the last revision 
made by Pimenta et al. 2005) and the high number 
of new species being discovered in already well 
explored areas (for examples see Cruz et al. 2000; 
Haddad and Sazima 2004; Cruz et al. 2005; 
Napoli 2005) illustrates the lack of knowledge 
regarding the actual conservation status of the 
Brazilian anuran fauna. Thus, new surveys, as 
well as studies on population ecology of anurans, 
are fundamental to gather more information on the 
conservation status of this and other frog species. 
 
Voucher specimens were deposited at the 
Amphibian Collection of the Universidade 
Estadual Paulista, Rio Claro, São Paulo, Brazil 
(CFBH 10852-54). 
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